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redeem it, or perhaps only a portion of it, from utter

perdition, was by   identifying   Himself with it, and

bearing an infinite burden of sin and agony.    Shirk

the thought as we may, it cannot be denied that this

is the real meaning of the Christian religion, and it

finds innumerable corroborations from every side of our

knowledge.     The   burden is   shifted,  but   has to be

borne.    Human  existence is redeemed  and rendered

tolerable, not from any efforts made out of its own

great misery and despair, but from its Creator taking

upon Himself the punishment and  the agony which

pursues His creation.    Far be it from me to complain

of the Providence which enabled me to pass through

those tremendous scenes in safety, or to arraign the

wisdom of the arrangements of the universe.    I only

suggest, that existence in itself implies  effort,  pain,

and sorrow; and that the more perfect it is, the more

does it suffer.    This may be a Budhistic idea ; but, as

pointed out above, it is certainly a Christian doctrine,

though the true meaning of it seems scarcely to have

been understood.    Of His own will, Deity is involved

in the suffering of His creation, so that we cannot say

where the agony ends,    Our notions on this subject

are confused by starting from the supposition that there

is ah effortless existence of pure unshadowed enjoyment

for which no price has been paid ; and the more we

realise the actual state of the case, though  doing so

may have a saddening effect, yet it will not necessarily

lead us to doubt that existence vindicates itself, much

less to arraign Eternal Providence, or the ways of God

towards man.

Thoughts of this character, however true they might
be in themselves, were not fitted to give a cheerful
aspect to that midnight scene on Jhe Sghinkal -Pass,
The 'Zartusht Namah' says that when Zoroaster lay
one cold night under the stars, "understanding was